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Overview of 6th Grade Band
⦿ Band will meet 2nd hour for Brass and 5th hour 

for woodwind/percussion. 
⦿ The class is a Year Long Commitment.
⦿ Band is a performance-based program that 

requires regular practice to make solid progress.
⦿ Grades are based on: Daily Participation, Written 

and Playing Quizzes, and our Regularly Scheduled 
Concerts.



Overview of 6th Grade Band
⦿ We will be using google classroom to 

facilitate instruction this year.  This will 
continue even when we return to face to face 
learning.

⦿ We will be offering some after school hours 
face to face small group help once students 
start on their instruments.  These sessions 
will be by appointment.



Overview of 6th Grade Band 
Continued

⦿ A band handbook/syllabus will be given out 
on the first day of school with the dates of 
performances (we have 1 possibly 2 
performances) and the expectations of the 
class.

⦿ We will be using Essential Elements 
Interactive for Band Book 1 this year. 
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How to acquire an instrument
⦿ We will be starting with instruments on the 

week of 9/14.
⦿ Choices….
◼ Rent or Buy
◼ New or Used
◼ Internet
◼ Others??



RENT VS BUY
⦿ Check out the area stores that are in the 

Information Packet.
⦿ Shop for the Program that best suits you.  
⦿ Rent to own programs and purchase terms are 

dependent on the individual stores



Used instruments
⦿ Always Buyer beware
⦿ Always have it checked by a reputable repair 

shop (if you’re not acquiring it from the 
recommended dealers)



Larger instruments (tuba, french horn, 
baritone, bassoon)

⦿ These are large case instruments.
⦿ They don’t fit easily on the bus.
⦿ The school owns some of each of these.
⦿ Some of the school instruments are much older.
⦿ If you are able to rent an instrument (French Horn and 

Baritones NOT Tuba/Bassoon) then your student only 
has to carry the mouthpiece back and forth.

⦿ Again, Bassoons and Tuba aren’t usually rented so we 
will provide something from our inventory (if 
possible).



Private Lessons
⦿ Private lesson can be a definite assistance.
⦿ It’s much better to get these early on as the 

one-on-one instruction will reinforce proper 
habits.

⦿ The Haslett Band Boosters (HBB) offer a 
Private Lesson Scholarship Program that will 
reimburse some of the monies spent on 
lessons.



High School Program



HMS/HHS Programs
⦿ Most students within the Band Program (Grades 6-12) 

participate in at least one other Extra-Curricular 
Activity (Athletic, Choral Music, Clubs, etc)

⦿ Students’ additional activities work well with the 
band activities and we follow the policies set forth by 
our school which encourage dual participation and 
remove the students from any schedule conflict.
◼ Policies are noted on the HHS or HMS websites and in the 

HMS Band Handbook



HMS/HHS Bands
⦿ Sometimes people wonder if they can 

be in marching band as well as sports 
such as Wrestling, or even Football….

⦿ The Answer is, “YES”
◼ Kenny Burch
◼ Sali Awuor
◼ Varsity Football Players…

⦿ A Band Member in 

Every Activity
◼ Athletics
◼ Clubs
◼ NHS
◼ AP Classes
◼ And more



Foreign language and taking both band 
and and choir.

⦿ We have had students 
graduate from the band 
program each year that have 
exceeded the MMC 
requirements and satisfied a 
language.  

⦿ Usually students end up with 
holes in their schedules at 
HHS toward the end of the 
HS exp

⦿ Each year we have 20-45% of 
our Band Students also 
shared in the Choir program 
(and yes they took 2+years 
of language)

⦿ With the nature of Band and 
Choir it is better to wait 
until they are in their 2nd 
year of HS to begin a 
language.

⦿ If you take Band and Choir it 
can be DONE at the HS while 
meeting the Language 
Requirement.

⦿ There are no issues with a 
student taking band and 4 
years of Foreign Language



UP COMING⦿ If you have questions contact us: 
gottdh@haslett.k12.mi.us

⦿ Or 
⦿ larsenmg@haslett.k12.mi.us

⦿ Our Website:  
www.haslett.k12.mi.us/hmsbands

mailto:gottdh@haslett.k12.mi.us
mailto:neuensjw@haslett.k12.mi.us
http://www.haslett.k12.mi.us/hmsbands


QUESTIONS
⦿ We look forward to having your join our band 

family!!

⦿ ☺


